
Major Groups
Women

Closing the Gender Gap

Women are major stakeholders in all • 
development issues related to water.
Women have primary responsibility for • 
management of water supply, sanitation and 
health at the household level.
Women’s productive and reproductive roles • 
make them the largest group of consumers 
globally and therefore, this group has a major 
impact on water consumption habits, and 
consequently, on management of resources.
Women are major actors in the transmission of • 

culture to new generations. In the process 
of building a water-responsible society, 
women are indispensable.
Women and children constitute more than • 
half of the 1.3 billion people who live in 
poverty and who do not have access to safe 
water.
Despite these facts, women are also • 
severely underrepresented in key decision-
making positions, in water management, 
careers, the training sector...

In order to maximize benefits from efficient use of 
water resources, water issues need to involve all 
stakeholders so as to cover every dimension of 
the problem. The 5th World Water Forum will 
be held in Istanbul, Turkey on 16-22 March 
2009. This is an important step towards global 
cooperation for finding sustainable solutions to 
today’s water challenges. 

The 5th World Water Forum aims to bring together 
the water community, heads of state, ministers, 
parliamentarians, local authorities, scientists and 
NGOS and provides a discussion platform to 
create links and find solutions to safeguard this 
valuable resource. 

One of the major differences of the 5th World 
Water Forum is the importance given to the 
participation of civil society. We invite you to share 
your views and experiences with us. Join us in an 
effort to close the gender gap!

Join us in an effort 
to close the gender gap!

Women’s voices need to be heard and a gender 
equity approach is needed to ensure that both 
men and women receive equitable benefits. 

For the 5th World Water Forum:

With the Participant Aid Programme, partici-• 
pants will be supported to attend the Forum,
Active participation of Major Groups in the • 
Political Process will be ensured,
You can join the prep-conference of the Wom-• 
en and Gender Coalition (information from: 
Secretariat@womenforwater.org)
Women (and men!) can discuss gender issues • 
and make preparations for the Forum virtually 
on the Virtual Meeting Space (http://portal.
worldwaterforum5.org ->under Major Groups).
....and much more!• 

Check out the Forum Newsletter “Water Bridges” special focus on Women and other Major 
Groups at http://newsletter.worldwaterforum5.org 

For more information visit: www.worldwaterforum5.org or 
e-mail: jtabasaran@worldwaterforum5.org 


